
State College Singing Sensation 2017 Contestant Biographies 
 
 

Adam Michael  
My name is Adam Michael. 23 years old from Altoona PA. Currently opening up further into my 
music career. I’ve written 3 songs and have 1 song "Movin’ On" that will be on iTunes very 
soon. Country music is my passion. But I enjoy other genres as well.  
 
Allen Rearick 
Hi everyone, my name is Allen Rearick, I’m 28, I like to do karaoke for fun and also like to 
workout and hangout with friends. I’m an assistant manager at Walmart and usually when I’m 
not working or hanging out with friends I go shopping or just drive around to see new places.  
 
Amber Hook 
Amber Hook, 29 years old, is a resident of Milesburg, PA. Presently, she is a hair stylist at 
SmartSyle Salon in the North Atherton WalMart.  Amber has been singing since the young age 
of 2 years old.  Growing up, Amber listened to Country music, and to this day she is still a fan. 
Country is her karaoke “go to”. She also enjoys a wide variety of other musical genres, including 
rock and pop.  Amber's musical inspiration doesn't come from any one artist, but it comes from 
within her. “My musical inspiration comes from how I feel, and if I can relate to a song and put 
myself in it”.  Amber enjoys singing because, in her words, “Most of the time I can't tell you 
how I feel, but I can sing you a song. Most of the time, it hits the nail on the head!” As to what 
she hopes to gain from being a part of the competition, Amber hopes to grow more as an artist, 
how to breathe better, and how to open up more. 
 
Andrew Fouse 
I've been singing in vocal ensembles since elementary school. In high school, I took part in two 
musicals, as well as being active in several other vocal and instrumental ensembles. Following 
high school, I went to the Indiana University of Pennsylvania, majoring in music on bass 
trombone. This will be my first music competition since graduating in 2016. 
 
April Salinas 
Hi!  My name is April Salinas and I have been singing in school choirs, church services, and 
National Anthem appearances since elementary school.   My other passions include competing in 
races, triathlons and Spartan obstacle races, eating, and traveling.  I am blessed in many ways 
and excited to be a part of State College Singing Sensation again!  Good luck to all! 
 
Barb Lyons 
Married to Buck Lyons for 38 years. Semi-retired.  Loves cats! 
 
 
Bethany Strickland 
Bethany,36 mother of 2 great teenage kids (Micah,16 Ravyn 14) and one furry baby(Chloe, 
black lab), wife of Justin since 1999.  I live in Boalsburg and drive uber and Lyft. I love most 
things nerdy, collector of the wizard of oz and dr. who stuff. Love singing, tattoos, and an avid 
movie buff.  



 
Brett Landy 
Name: Brett Landy aka Loaf 
Age: 30 
Likes: Karaoke and breakfast at the Waffle Shop 
Dislikes: Breakfast that isn't at the Waffle Shop. Also, spiders. They can burn in hell. 
 
Caroline Tseo 
I've loved to sing ever since I can remember.  In school, I was in several choirs.  I've performed 
at several local karaoke and open mike nights.  In 2013, I sang the National Anthem at a Spike's 
game.  Recently I became involved with the State College Community Theatre. On a lark, I 
decided to audition for State College Singing Sensation and I'm glad I did. 
 
Crystol Confer 
Hello, my name is Crystol Confer I am 54. I live in Orviston Pennsylvania I have been doing 
karaoke for many years I met my best friend Crystal at one of the shows and we are still best 
friends. From going to karaoke, I decided to venture into this as a karaoke DJ. I have sung at 
wedding receptions or just randomly to get the party rolling. I am a country girl at heart I do like 
to try different songs. I work at Milesburg McDonald's as your drive-thru lady taking orders 
Monday thru Wednesday. Early in the morning you will find me there with a smile on my face 
and a smile in my voice. I am married to a wonderful man Dennis Confer I have 2 kids, Sean 
Confer, Alan Confer. one thru marriage and one biological. I have a beautiful granddaughter 
Raelynn Grace. I come from a family of nine siblings 4 brothers and 4 sisters. My father is still 
doing well, my mother is deceased. I have a dog named brutie and 2 cats: zena and Leo. I am a 
zena warrior fan. I love singers like: Reba, Loretta, Martina, Carrie, Tammy, Garth, Trisha, Tim 
and Faith and many many more. I grew up in a small coalmine town called monument. You can 
find me there every June playing karaoke for the kids on Friday night the weekend of Father's 
Day and in orviston in July after the 4th for karaoke night for the kids at the annual festivals for 
the towns.  I like to donate my time to benefits I believe in paying it forward. 
 
 
Crystal Gentzyel 
I am a married Miami Dolphins fan with two adult boys, two dogs, a cat and a guinea pig that is 
8 years old and refuses to die. I like to redesign, repurpose and refinish junk no one wants 
anymore.  I have always had a love of music and in high school I was in the Chorus, but I would 
never sing solo because of anxiety. I was a closet singer for the fear that someone would take 
notice.  In the late 90’s when I went to a therapist for my anxiety it had gotten to the point I 
didn’t want to leave my house. It was suggested to me to do something that makes me anxious so 
I went to karaoke and found out… I LOVE IT! I can have fun without having the pressure of 
being a good singer.  I can do it for the sheer joy of music and singing. Since then music has 
given me the confidence and the opportunity to sing with local bands and in the Little League 
World Series parade. I still have anxiety, but singing out loud helps me to control my other fears 
and karaoke introduced me to both my best friend and my husband. 
 
 
 



 
Dani Schleufer 
Grew up in Europe majority of my childhood, then moved to the United States and joined the US 
Army. I have served the US Armed Forces for 10 years. I have been deployed three times and I 
have the honor of traveling the world. My favorite activity is lifting weights and staying fit. I like 
playing soccer and baseball. I am well educated and I am currently a firefighter. I also work for 
Hollidaysburg EMS and I am a fan of this line of work. I have completed my goals and have 
achieved everything up to this point. I love country music and Blake Shelton; Luke Bryan and 
George Strait are my biggest inspiration to music. I love the outdoors and love bon-fires. 
 
David Greenaway 
I was born in the 60's and was raised around musicians in the family. Growing up with music and 
singing has been an expression of life. Singing in the karaoke contest has given me the 
opportunity to go have a little fun and give my family a break from my singing at home. 
 
 
Heidi Jean Cole 
Heidi Jean Cole is a native of Central Pennsylvania. She played trumpet in every band that 
would have her during school years. She loves '90s alternative rock as well as visual kei but 
never sings it at karaoke. This is her fourth year in the competition at The Arena and is hoping 
that maybe the fourth time is a charm.  
 
Jacob Bersabal 
State College native. Singer and guitarist for local bands Persephone, All or Nothing and bassist 
for Centralia. Operator of Chuff Studios on Cherry Lane and event coordinator at DIY State 
College. Rugged metal exterior, soft and squishy teddy bear-esque interior.  
 
Jonathan Shillingford 
My name is Jon Shillingford. I'm from Kennett Square PA. I came to State college to pursue a 
telecommunications degree. I joined this competition for the first time last year with my 
girlfriend, Taliya, and am really looking forward to this year’s competition. 
 
Justin Strickland 
My name is Justin Strickland. I’m 37 years old. I live in Boalsburg. I enjoy singing for fun. I’m 
also a professional wrestler and have been doing that for 13 years as The Enigma Lucio Deveer. 
 
Kaylee Corl 
Kaylee Corl, age 21, has had a passion for music all her life. She sang, performed and wrote 
songs as a young child and learned guitar at the age of 9. She has traveled around the country for 
Fine Arts competitions, has local performances under her belt and leads worship at her local 
church Family Life of Penns Valley. She wishes to continue inspiring people through music 
every day! 
 
 
 
 



Ken Hawkins 
I'm singer in a metal band called it is written. Im a touring musician and have played 37 states in 
the last two years. Opened for nationals such as seven dust, devil driver, gwar,green jelly, 
trivium, the agonist, motograter, he'd pe, propane, death angle and many more.  
 
Kevin Burke 
I'm just a rolling stone in state college to finish what I started. It's been a long time coming for 
me and I'm exactly where I need to be. I'm a student by day, misfit by night. Singing is one of the 
few things that bring me joy. This is a learning experience and an opportunity for me to grow.  
 
Kirk Mountz 
Kirk Mountz is a local in state college. He grew up around music and found a passion in 
performing. While he enjoys singing, his main instrument is percussion. He plays in two bands 
right now; Persephone, and the Rocky horror show band.  
 
Laura Wagner 
Hi! My name is Laura Wagner and I am super excited to be a part of this year's competition. 
Having grown up in Lock Haven, PA, I haven't had a lot of experience singing in front of 
audiences outside of special music at church and singing in the KCEA PA All-state choir. 
Almost a year ago, I auditioned for America's Got Talent and advanced through the first round 
before having to give up the contract for a summer job. I am looking forward to how this 
competition will challenge me vocally and help me become a better singer and performer. I'm 
especially grateful to my good friend Jeff "Hopper" Hunt for his continuous support of my 
singing, and for all my karaoke friends who encouraged and pushed me to compete. Presently, I 
am a SENIOR English major at Lock Haven University and am a diehard Penn State and Steelers 
fan. I'm all about sports (Penguins, Pirates, you name it!) and fantasy football and thoroughly 
enjoy reading, writing, running, playing sports, watching NCIS, drinking coffee, acting, and of 
course...singing! 
 
Meredith Pritchard 
I am originally from West Chester, PA but moved to State College in Summer of 2015 (from 
Chicago, Illinois) to take a new job with First National Bank (College Ave.), where I run our 
student-focused digital branch. I am an avid runner and animal lover. I signed up for State 
College Singing Sensation because I have terrible stage fright and wanted to challenge myself. It 
took four years and a random karaoke night on a cruise before my boyfriend even knew I could 
sing. Yes, I hid it well. I have no expectations for this competition, just to have fun! Thank you 
to my boyfriend, family and friends for your continued support. Good luck to all the other 
contestants and let’s have a great time together this fall! 
 
Michael Downie 
Hey this is Mike Downie. A little about myself, I'm 28, I grew up playing drums, have opened up 
for bands including, Green Day, Full Blown Chaos, and Atreyu. I really don't have a back round 
in singing other than I went to my friend’s b day party a year and a half ago and there was 
karaoke, and I tried it and thought it was awesome and started doing it regularly. I do art work, 
wood work, I'm always tinkering with something, and I am building an iron man suit because I'm 
a marvel super nerd.   



 
Mike McGrail 
I am a Dad and lover of music, as well as a Programmer Analyst / IT Generalist for PSU. I've 
been singing in this karaoke circuit for about 3 years now. It's been a great experience! I've 
gained many friends and improved my skills in that time. I took some singing classes in high 
school, but otherwise, much like in my career, I am self-taught. 
 
Rebecca Zong 
My name is Rebecca Zong and I am 30. I had been in choir from middle school through high 
school. I have always wanted to perform publicly, but was always too afraid to try due to failure. 
But today is a good day to try anyway!  
 
Rick Klingensmith 
I’ve been a chiropractor for over 40 years. Still practicing in the Lewistown area. I enjoy karaoke 
for fun and stress release.  Fortunately, with this contest, Thursday is my regular day off.  I was 
in this contest three seasons ago and two of the last three years I was the Lewistown Moose 
representative in their regional contest. Back for more fun! 
 
Ronnie Sumner 
My name is Ronnie Sumner and I really enjoy singing karaoke.  Thanks to my husband who has 
encouraged me along the way.  I never tried singing ever in my life and really didn't think I 
could.  I think I have come a long way from last year’s competition and have certainly learned 
more songs along my karaoke journey.  I am a HUGE Red Hot Chili Peppers fan and can never 
seem to get enough of their music.  I also like Cold Play and Audioslave.  I have very eclectic 
taste in music as I like everything from classical to hip hop.  I have been taking piano lessons 
now for about a year and a half and really enjoy some of the classical pieces, nothing better than 
a good waltz!  It may seem odd that a person who worships RHCP also likes Patsy Cline and 
Czerny, what can I say I am a music nerd.  I am looking forward to the competition.  My main 
goal is to get to the first week of the semi-finals, which would be one step further than last 
year. When I am not doing karaoke I enjoy kayaking, water classes at the YMCA and my 
volunteer work with Fonda's Foundlings Cat Rescue in State College.  If anyone wants to adopt a 
cat, I am your go to person. 
 
Sha Washington 
My name is Sha Washington, i am 41, an artist, aspiring author, singer songwriter and parent. I 
am self-employed at Washington Ink LLC, WildChild Productions since 2014. They say 
greatness is having the courage to chase dreams out of reach. So don't let fear of what can or 
cannot be keep you from them. 
 
Shannon Salvaterra 
Cali born, PA raised. Singer for local band, Persephone, and co-operator of Chuff Studios. Lover 
of small dogs and Yuengling. Proud Penn State drop out and future rock star. 
 
 
 
 



Stacey Shellenberg 
I am a Stay At Home Mom, Wife, Teacher, Travel Agent and Wine Guide. A girl of many hats . 

I love to sing and have auditioned for American Idol and The Voice. I have also competed in The 
Colgate Country Showdown and State College Idol. Basically, you can always find me jamming 
and singing in the car and at times in any store I'm shopping in. My students love that I 
incorporate music into each class. My two kiddos have been following in Mom's footsteps 
singing at karaoke and roadtrips. It's our tradition to find new music each time. I look forward to 
this year’s competition!!! 
 
Taliya Riesterer 
"Hello, I'm Taliya and this so my second year doing the karaoke competition. This year I am 
determined to make it further. I love singing, and I always have. I have no idea where it will take 
me, but I'll always shoot for the stars. I am also a Digital Video Producer at AccuWeather and a 
photographer at my own business, TM Grey Photo. I am super excited to make new friends this 
year and watch everyone compete. Break a leg!" 
 
Taylor Reish 
My name is Taylor Reish.. I am originally from Bellefonte Pennsylvania and raised on Centre 
hall mountain. I sing in a touring band called Chrysoara. I am sponsored by Coldcock Whiskey, 
Naked nun Apparel and Cobweb Productions. I have been on WTAJ We Are Central 
Pennsylvania, have toured two times up and down the east coast alongside local metal group, IT 
IS WRITTEN. I have one released single called "Ingenuious Words". I do graphic design, 
marketing, and booking for local unsigned bands. Fun fact I failed singing courses in school. 
Support local music!  
 
TJ Lanigan 
My name is TJ Lanigan. I grew up in New York and I've been living in state college for about 
seven years now. I took classes in school for music voice. While in New York I was introduced 
to various different types of music which have had a big impact on my singing. Some of my 
influences are frank sintra, Eric Clapton, micheal Bublé, Freddie Mercury, and Chris Cornell. 
 
Wayne Sumner 
I was born and raised in Silver Spring, Maryland. Served 20 years in the Army before settling in 
central PA in 1997. I worked as a school bus mechanic/driver for the BEA and SC school 
districts. I am currently retired.  I'm married to Ronnie Sumner and have 2 children in south 
central PA. Currently I reside outside of Port Matilda.  I enjoy flying ultralights, kayaking, 
playing guitar, and singing karaoke with friends. I don't have any formal vocal training. I've 
always had a love for music and enjoyed singing by myself while playing guitar. I became 
interested in karaoke to conquer my fear of singing in public. Seems to be working so far. 
Someday I'm gonna be famous. I love classic rock music but enjoy other types as well. 
 
Willie Dunn 
I Moved from Virginia to State College 8 years ago, attended the Art Institute of Pittsburgh. I 
have previously enjoyed singing in my family's church choir and numerous charities and 
outreach with the church. I have a passion for cooking and work in the hospitality field. Looking 
forward to this year's Singing Sensation. 


